Asseciation of

Art

Museum
Directors

New York, May 24, 2013 — The Association of Art Museum Directors released this statement
today regarding the possible sale of the collection of the Detroit Institute of Arts to provide funds

for the City of Detroit.

A museum’s collection is held in public trust for current and future generations. This is a bedrock
principie of the Association of Art Museum Directors and of the museum field as a whole. Art
collections are vitally important cuftural and educational resources that should never be treated
as disposable assets to be liquidated, even in times of economic distress. Those involved in the
discussion of the financial challenges that Detroit faces today must make thoughtful decisions
that will serve to strengthen the city in the future. Selling the collection of the Detroit Institute of
Arts would undermine this goal. The Association of Art Museum Directors strongly encourages
the Detroit Emergency Manager and everyone involved in the process of addressing the city’s
fiscal issues to preserve this irreplaceable collection to ensure that it will remain in place as a

~ cornerstone for the city's resurgence.

#H
Contacts:
Christine Anagnos / Alison Wade Sascha Freudenheim / Elizabeth Chapman
Association of Art Museum Directors Resnicow Schroeder Associates
212-754-8084 212-671-5172 /212-671-5159

canagnos@aamd.org sfreudenheim@resnicowschroeder.com
awade@aamd.ora echapman@resnicowschroeder.com

120 East 56th Street, Suite 520, New York, NY 10022 1212.754.8084 f212.754.8087 aamd.org




American
- Alliance of
Museums

June 3, 2013

Statement from the American Alliance of Museums on the prospect of the Detroit Institute of
Arts being ordered to sell its collection to pay down the city’s debt.

The sale of works from the Detroit Institute of Arts’ outstanding collection in order to pay down the
city's debt would contradict the standards and ethics of the museum field. Museums of all types hold
their collections in the public trust, and the Detroit Institute of Arts’ collection has been serving the
people of Michigan for more than a century. Selling any part of the collection would also be a stark
violation of the unspoken, yet enduring, pact between the state and the residents of Detroit — past,
present and future. Further, the Institute will be critical to the city’s recovery, helping fo lure
businesses, investments and visitors, while enhancing the overall quality of life in Detroit. A
shortsighted sale of the collection will have long-term negative impacts on the city, the region and the
state. Voters in Detroit and its surrounding communities have already expressed their unqualified

support for this prestigious community institution. The state’s leaders should do the same.
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